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Top three statistical gaps
The National Statistics Board Strategy will cover the five-year period 2027-2032. Please consider a similar timeframe when responding to the questions in this survey.

What is the top statistical gap that, if available, would make a difference to you or your organisations work?

There is very little data available about the community and voluntary sector across Ireland since Benefacts ended. Currently, there is no "economic sector" within CSO data for nonprofits that we can meaningfully work with to produce research.

What is the second statistical gap that, if available, would make a difference to you or your organisations work?  

Additionally, there is very little data produced on the impact of the community and voluntary/non-profit sector, both economic and social. We believe this should be an intrinsic part of the Wellbeing Information Hub.

What is the third statistical gap that, if available, would make a difference to you or your organisations work?

We hope that the InsightLinks all-Ireland Alliance project, funded through Peace Plus, will address some of these gaps, but it would be great to see further collaboration between the CSO and the community and voluntary/non-profit sector going forward.


Most Important National Priorities
What do you see as the most important national priorities that Official
Statistics should deliver over the next five years?

It is crucial that the CSO provides detailed and robust data on the most pertinent issues facing Irish society, especially around issues like housing and homelessness, the impact of climate crisis and rising inequality. Geographical and life-cycle studies are of particular value for policy interventions and the work of civil society. We welcomed the development of the Wellbeing Index and would like to see its analysis extended and further incorporated into budgeting and policymaking processes.

Challenges For the Development of Official Statistics
In your opinion, what are the main challenges for the development of official statistics in Ireland?

Lack of transparency and data-sharing from public bodies, and survey fatigue among the general public, are significant issues. Disinformation is also a growing challenge for any entity that seeks to produce high-quality data for public consumption.

Opportunities for Official Statistics
In your opinion, what are the main opportunities for the development of official statistics in Ireland?

High quality statistics are essential for developing good public policy, for furthering research and for encouraging a healthy democracy through the engagement of civil society.

Your Organisations Contribution to Official Statistics
In your opinion, what is your organisations contribution to official statistics and can that grow in the next five years?

The Wheel collects data on the work of the community and voluntary sector through a number of surveys, initiatives and projects. We would welcome working more closely with the CSO to develop more substantial data on the work of the sector and its impact on society, both economic and in relation to the wellbeing index. We hope that the InsightLinks all-Ireland Alliance Peace Plus project will address some of these gaps, but it would be great to see further collaboration with the CSO.

Accessibility and Use of Official Statistics
{{First_name]], what would most improve the accessibility and use of official statistics?

The CSO has accessible and well presented data but this is not the case across government. There is a long way to go in terms of freedom of information and accessing data produced by government in Ireland. Part of a healthy democracy includes open, accessible data that can be used by civil society and across public bodies.

Additional comments
Please provide any additional comments or suggested improvements you may ha

We recommend development of a spatial map (with ArcGIS or similar) of the social deprivation index with educational and employment statistics that account for and map (using an eircode) the charity and community interventions to support infrastructure planning and essential service provision.
