The Wheel’s Submission on ‘An enabling framework for
community safety: the draft National Strategy for Improving Community Safety 2026 – 2030’

1. The Wheel welcomes the development of the draft National Strategy for Community Safety, in particular:
· the cross-departmental nature of the steering group for the Strategy
· the involvement of civil society organisations working on the frontline of social cohesion, addiction, equality, homelessness, poverty and children's rights
· the inclusion of Public Participation Networks, who play an important role in supporting community activity at a local level
· acknowledgment of the need to include communities directly
· acknowledgement of the Public Sector Duty
· reference to the SDGs, reflecting the importance of anti-poverty and climate action at community level.

To improve the Strategy and to ensure it makes a meaningful difference to those most vulnerable, we recommend:
· dedicated, ring-fenced funding for community safety issues. The reference to resourcing in the current Strategy is vague. 
· an accompanying introduction from the Minister that reflects the sentiments of the Strategy, especially acknowledgement of those groups most likely to feel unsafe, such as migrants, people seeking international protection, Travellers and Roma communities, LGBTQI+ disabled people.
· more tangible actions on climate-related issues, green space and the built environment for the most disadvantaged communities. 
· a reference to the importance of providing greater involvement and increased funding for addiction services and community outreach services provided by the community and voluntary sector.
Finally, while the Strategy contains much that is promising, community safety cannot be achieved without addressing broader societal issues of inequality, such as homelessness, addiction and hate crime. Community and voluntary organisations are at the frontline of addressing these issues and should be a central part of implementing and embedding the Strategy.
