Lecturer in Missiology and Pioneer Ministry
Additional Information


MTh Missiology Module
Module Description:
Christian Practice in Church and Society explores the relationship between ministry in contemporary Ireland and missiology. The purpose of the module is to enable students to understand the dynamics and complexity of mission and to apply their learning to the local situation. The course will cover issues such as the role of religion in Irish society and how the different models for mission outlined in key missiological texts apply to the home context. Complementing this emphasis on contextualised mission will be an induction to issues of perennial theological significance such as the meaning of conversion, inter-faith relationships and the interface between evangelism and social justice.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of this module students will be able:
 • To appreciate a range of models of mission and to engage with a number of key recent missiological proposals.
• To understand the complex nature and multi-methodological dimensions of practical theology and to develop the skills necessary to articulate a ‘local theology’ to underpin Christian mission and ministry in contemporary Ireland.
• To analyse critically the role of religion in contemporary Irish society.
• To reflect on the church’s understanding of its mission in contemporary Ireland.
• To understand the similarities and differences between the Church’s mission in Ireland and in other countries.
• To connect biblical models of mission with mission as institution.

MTh Building New Communities of Faith
Course Description:
This module aims to provide students with an understanding of past and contemporary models of new faith community development, enabling students to engage with and critique the factors that made historic expressions effective or otherwise and to provide a similar analysis of contemporary examples. It examines key theological models for the church’s interaction with culture such as H. Richard Niebuhr’s classic Christ and Culture paradigm and some contemporary approaches developed by Miroslav Volf and D.A. Carson. The module blends critical enquiry with practical teaching about the nuts and bolts of contemporary mission.  The module is taught by practitioners and culminates in an extensive review of the progress of the Fresh Expressions movement within the Church of England. Students will have the opportunity to visit contemporary expressions of new communities of faith within the Irish context as well as reflect on the ecclesiological range of Fresh Expressions in Ireland, Britain and North America. 
Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of this module students should be able to:
· Engage with and critique a variety of current and historic new faith community models, including a critical reflection on issues of success or failure. 
· Critically analyse the Christ/culture relationship guiding each model (e.g. H. Richard Niebuhr’s typology), its analysis of biblical sources, its understanding of the pastoral tasks of the minister, and the role of the faithful. 
· Engage with and critique a range of contemporary models across different traditions and cultural contexts, requiring critical reflection both theologically and practically on how this learning would be applied to future faith community development. 
· Critically analyse different approaches to the sociological, ecclesiological and cultural dynamics specific to faith community development with particular reference to contemporary Ireland. 
· Critically reflect on the practical skills needed to build good connections between the new faith community, the wider local context and all other faith communities within the context of a pluralist democracy. 
· Critically reflect on the range of personal characteristics and practical skills that will enable the leadership of a new faith community. 


